5-6 May
to Plymouth. Some days ago Lady Houston offered to bear the
cost of salvage and repair of the Hcrzogin Cecilie for use as a
training-ship, but the Admiralty declined the offer.
AN ANCIENT FAMILY
The Italian Government periodically offers prizes, under the
title of "Fedeli alia Terra," to those agricultural families which
can prove long, uninterrupted connection with the same land.
In 1934 a family which claimed first place proved a connection
of 709 years. This record has now been broken. Giuseppe
Pierantoni has proved that his family has worked on the same
land for 918 years.
Wednesday 6                                                           ABYSSINIA
There were further manifestations of joy in Italy. Flags are
to be flown for three days. The Italian Press boasts of the
greater power and prestige acquired through the victory, and
describes Italy as having become an u intercontinental and
oceanic power."
In Addis Ababa all is quiet. The Italian troops are in occupa-
tion and the Italian flag flies over the Gibbi Palace. Marshal
Badoglio has set up a special court martial for the administra-
tion of justice.
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
In the House of Commons there was a fierce debate on foreign
affairs. Mr. Dalton declared that the public were ashamed of a
Government which had ruined Abyssinia and the League and
had humiliated their own country. They had done nothing effec-
tive to help Abyssinia. They had even made money out of oil
shares in companies which supplied Italy with oil for her aero-
planes.
Mr. Eden replied that we had not let the League down
because we had taken the lead in League action. We had not
made blood money out of oil, because our supplies of oil to
Italy were infinitesimal. We had begun with sanctions, but the
only really effective sanction would have been the closing of the
Suez Canal, and that would have been war. He frankly admitted
a collective failure, but the League must go on, and its members
must take stock of their position.
KING FAROUK
King Farouk reached Cairo to-day. At Alexandria huge
crowds lined the route from the quay to the station. As he landed
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